e P -
Edasbre Seeibc o -
i A

Kathmandu Office

Two new books on Lumbinl be be launched by UNESCO

Lumbini ks the focus of Wwo new publications that the UNESCO Ofce In
Kathmandu, the Minstry of Cutare, Tounsm and Chvil Aviation, and the Oriental
Cultural Herfiage Site Probeciion Allance will launch on 31 Ochober In Lalkpar.

The phodobook “Lumbini. Birthplace of Buddha’, a co-publcation by UNESCO
and the France-based NGO 'Orental Cultural Herltage Site Protection Allance’,
Infesprets the unigueness of the Word Herltage Property of Lumbini and its
sumounding through 190 phatographs taken by eight photographers. They ane
Infroduced by national and International personalities, trough texts In English,
Chinese, French and Nepall.

In his foreword to the book, Khi Ral Regmi, the Chalrman of the Councll of
Minister, applauds the ‘beautiful photographs that highlight the global Impostance
of the special sacred and histonc she of Lumbini".

UNESCD Director-General Ifna Bokova siresses In her foreword o the
publication: Lumbinl is 3 place Tor mediation and renewal; i s als0 @ symbal of
the aspirations for peace, harmony and reconcliation shared by 3l peogle. The
photographs In this book fransiate all of this pawer Into IMages".

The second pulication aisd o b2 [Junched on 31 Oclober s entitied "The Sacred
Gargen of Lumbinl Percepiions of Buddha’s bimhplace’. Compllied Dy Kal Welse
and published by UMESCO with funding from the Oriental Cultural Herltage She
Protection Allance, t provides comprehenshve analyses of the varety of
percepiions on Buddha's birthpiace. The book 15 based on expert studies on
eighit realms of understanding of LumiDin: in Ewdadhis? texts; In historcal 2405, In
archasalogy; as a planned sife as 3 World Heritage Property; In an environmantal
coniext; and In association with the aciviles and expectations of vishors.

“The stuty helps us to better understand wiy the Sacred Gargen became a place
of Dutstanding Universal Value, which 'since millennla woman and men visit “wih
falth, curiosity and devotion”, 3s predicted by the Lord Buddha himselr, says Axel
Piathe, UNESCO Representative to Nepal, in his preface to the publication.

The launch of the two books compiates a seres of recent UNESCO publications
on Lumbinl that was |aunched In 2011 with the ‘Envionmental Impact
asEessment of Industrial dE‘H‘EH]FII'I"lEﬂT around Lumbinl, the tHrtI1|:-Ia-:=E af Lord
Buddha, Word Heritage Property’. The study was prepared in 2011 on behaif of
UNESCO by the International Unilon for Consarvation of Natwre (IUCN) Nepal,
with funding from the Criental Culural Herkage Site Protection Alkance.

The Orental Cutural Hentage Site Profection Allance 15 honored o have the
privilege to be closely Invoived In these three landmark publications. This support
refiecis our commiiment o contribute 1o the FII'E'G-EI"J'EHEII'I of thie sacred side of
Lumbint’, says Alllance president Etienne Mathieu,

The phictobook (ISEM 975-52-3-100002) can be oroered orline at
hitp:publishing.unaseo.org). The Sacred Garden study (ISEM 978-52-3-001208-
3 s freely avaliable In Open Access ai

bttp-unesdoc upesco orzimazes M2 TN2II0III0EEE pdf . The environmeantal
Impact assessment (documient number KATICLT/Z01 201 0) Is avallable a1

hittp: Munesdos. unesco. oryImagesid021 0021 96/21 96 166 pdf.

wathmandu, 27 Qciober 2013
Press refease UNMESCO/KAT 172013
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