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Earliest Buddhist shrines in South Asia discovened in Lumiéni, Bugdha's birthplace in Nepal

Mew excavabons within the Maya Dewi Temple of Buodha's brthplace in Lumbini, Mepal have
revealed evidence of & senes of shrines eaxdending the history of the s#e to 8 much eadier dabe than
prisvously kncwn

Urtil now, the earkest Buddhest fermples have been afinbuted to Emperor Ashoka, who in the 3
camury BC spread Buddhsm scross e region, 84 evidenced by his Pillar and brick bult templa in
Lurnbini, a UNESCO World Heritage property since 1967

“For the first bne 0 South Asia, excavations haes revesled B pre-Ashokan jemple of brick, which
itsalf was bult over an earlier one of timber says Professor Robin Coningham of Durham Unwersity
in UK, who co-directed & team of Mepall and mtermational axpers together with Kosh Prasad
Acharga, 8t & press conference in Kathrandu loday,

The 28 worked with e frarmework of & UNESCO project fundad by the Gowarnment of Japan
through the Japanese Funds in Trust for the Preservalicn ol ihe Warld Cultural Heritage to UNESCD
Tha fral pheae of the project was compleded this manth in Lumbini in Southamn Nepal.

Coningham also sasd (hal even older remans of a wilage dating back 10 &= early 8a 1300 BC were
found a few hundred metres south of Lord Buddha's birthiplace, pushing the date of the settiement of
he region back by & thousand pears.

“These two discovedies are greal steps which helpus o befier undersiand the ofigns of Lord
Buddha's life and the spinfual mporiance of Lumbin®, eayes Acharya Karma Sango Shempa, the vice-
chaif the Lurnbini Develapmient Trust that looks afer the preseavation and management of 1he site

“We have now wery robusi proof that Lumbini's hisiory exends far before the wvisit of Emperor
Ashoka. The government ol Nepal will step-up its efforts fo presense the cutsianding uniersal value
af the sile”. says Sushil Ghimire, Secratany of the Mnistry of Culiure, Tourism and Chil Awviation

‘| am pleased thal the project that the UNMESCO Offce in Kathmandu has implemenied in ciose
cooperalion weh he Lumbini Development Trust and the Depariment of Archasology has resulted in
such importar discovesies®, says Axel Plathe, Head af the UNESCO Office in Kathmandu and
UMESCO Reprassntative to Mepal

“Japan & homouned to have been able b coninbuie to the succass of the Magship project”, says H. E
Kunio Takahashi, the Ambassador of Japan 10 Mepal

The propect has produced & number of other significant results. | has enhanced ihe conservation of
ttwr threse most emblematic monyments of Lord Bugdna's Dinhglece, namely the Marker Stone, The
Matwity Sculpiuna and the Ashoka Pilar. 1t has estabished an operalional plan for the
implemantation of the Kenzo Tange WMaster Plan for the Sacred Garden and confirmed the
conlinuous relevance of the Plan. i has esiablished a comprehensive manapement ramework for the
propaty. And € has ncreased the capacity of national expens and insliulions o managa the sie

The project has demonstrated that the preservalion and management of the World Heritage propesty
af Lumbinl cannat be isolabed from the managament of the mch culiural andscape of the greater
Lumbins area.  Therefore a second phase of the projed extending tha scope of jus! complated
progect s eapeced 1o begn shonly

Fress Felease
7 July 2013, Kathmandy
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